
Luke Chapter 5 
 
The Catch of Fish 
 
1 “One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great 
crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty 
boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing 
their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to 
push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from 
there. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it 
is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.” 5 “Master,” Simon 
replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say 
so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6 And this time their nets were so full of fish 
they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, 
and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 8 When 
Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and 
said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9 For he was 
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him. 
10 His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus 
replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people.” 11 
And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.” 
 
Allow me to set the stage here as we begin to look at chapter 5. 
 
Our story begins near the city of Capernaum, a principal fishing center where 
Simon lived, located along the northwest shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. This body 
of water has been referred to by many different names over the centuries. The 
Sea of Chinnereth, the Sea of Tiberias, the Lake of Gennesaret and Lake Kinneret. 
Its surface area is 64 square miles, roughly the size of Washington D.C. 
 
Here the Bible records that the people continued to press around Jesus. On this 
occasion, however, they weren’t insisting on healings and miracles; rather, the 
multitude was pressing about Jesus so that they might hear the word of God. 
 
In looking back at verses 3 and 4, we aren’t told for sure why Jesus asked Simon to 
let down his nets, but we get a strong hint. Jesus, as prophets in the Old 
Testament were wont to do, would frequently accent his verbal proclamation  
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with some kind of visible object lesson. After teaching the multitudes with his 
word, Jesus was going to teach Simon Peter something by way of an object 
lesson. So he commanded Simon to launch out into the deep. 
 
As we look at verse five, you can sense the tension in Peter here, the frustration in 
his face. You can pretty much guess what he was thinking. This guy was a 
professional angler. He knew how and where to fish. He had come up empty all 
night, and there was no reason to think his fortunes would change anytime soon. 
Simon is nevertheless willing to go against his professional judgment because he 
recognizes in Jesus a special authority. Peter responds appropriately here, as if to 
say: “Ok, Lord, You’re the Master. If you command, it.” 
 
Well, what was the result? “And this time their nets were so full of fish they 
began to tear!” (v. 6) We need to understand how that happened. Jesus is the 
Maker, the Creator, the Lord of those fish, right? He also made the lake. When 
Jesus told Peter’s men to put the net in the water, the fish came to do the bidding 
of the Master. There was hesitancy on the part of Peter, but no hesitancy on the 
part of the fish. 
 
Let’s drop down to verse 8 and I want us to note Peter’s response here. You 
would think that Peter would have said to Jesus: “Look, Jesus, I’ll give you 50 
percent of the business. All you need to do is come down here once a week and 
tell us where to fish. Pretty good deal don’t you think? 
 
But no, that wasn’t Peter’s response. Luke tells us Peter fell on his knees in front 
of Jesus, begging him, not to go into business with him, but begging him to leave 
instead, to go away. 
 
Do you know why our churches aren’t filled right now? Because there are 
hundreds of thousands of people who want to stay as far away from Jesus as they 
possibly can. The reason they want to avoid the worship of Jesus and his presence 
is the same reason Peter gave to Jesus. Sinners don’t want to come to church 
because they’re sinners, and nothing makes a sinner more uncomfortable than to 
be in the presence of a holy God. They have no excuse. Romans chapter 1 verse 
twenty, says, “For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth  
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and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for 
knowing God.” In Luke chapter 4 verse thirty-four, we see the response of the 
demons to Jesus: “Go away! Why are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” The 
demons couldn’t stand to be in the presence of the holy, and neither can sinners. 
Have you ever wondered if those people have any hope whatsoever? 
 
The sign of hope for these people is the cross. The cross is the universal symbol of 
the Christian faith, the symbol of humanity’s hope. Without the cross, people are 
without hope in this world. But the cross isn’t just a sign of hope; it’s also a sign of 
guilt, because when we see that cross, we know that it represents the work of 
Christ who saves his people who were in sin. Just as a vampire in the movies 
shrinks in horror at the sign of the cross, so a fallen human being shrinks in horror 
at the sign of Christ, because Christ is holy, and we are not. People who are 
unholy are always uncomfortable in the presence of the holy. 
 
How many times have people accused you of being holier than thou? You often 
don’t have to say a word. If people know you’re a Christian, you’ll make them feel 
uncomfortable, and not because you’re holy, but because you’re associated with 
One who is. Peter wanted Jesus to leave. This was not merely a wicked desire on 
Peter’s part but a stupid one. It was foolish because of the reason he gave: “Oh, 
Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” If Peter had any sense at all, he 
would have said: “Lord, don’t go! Stay here because I’m a sinful man. “What Peter 
needed more than anything was a savior. 
 
Jesus Calls Levi (Matthew) 
 
27 “Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his 
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. 28 So 
Levi got up, left everything, and followed him. 29 Later, Levi held a banquet in 
his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors 
and other guests also ate with them. 30 But the Pharisees and their teachers of 
religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 
with such scum?” 31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a  
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doctor—sick people do. 32 I have come to call not those who think they are 
righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.” 
 
In Israel, the terms sinners and tax collectors were virtually synonymous, because 
the people believed the worst sin was the sin of collaboration with the Romans 
who so severely oppressed the Jewish people. Perhaps the most miserable way in 
which the Romans oppressed the Jews was through taxation. The burden of the 
taxes that the Roman government imposed on captive Israel was incredible. 
 
Here was a Jewish man who worked for the Romans, sitting outside at his tax 
booth, along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and he collected a tax or a tariff of 
some sort, keeping a percentage of what he collected for himself. The pious Jews 
couldn’t stand to look at this man named Levi. He was lining his own pockets by 
means of the oppressive taxes levied by the Roman government. His own father 
denounced his son for being a collaborator with Rome.  
 
In God’s structure of a nation, there was a distinction between priests and kings, 
between what we call the civil government and the religious establishment. God 
imposed a tax, as it were, upon his church in Israel. It was called a tithe, and every 
Jew was required to bring of his first fruits, 10 percent of his yield. In addition to 
the tithes and the offerings, the people also supported the priests and the Levites, 
the religious life, and the educational life of the people. God also imposed a head 
tax that was given to support the civil government. 
 
The same principle is given implicitly to governments around the world, and we 
are told as Christians that we are to pay taxes to whom taxes are due. Yet at the 
same time, God holds governments responsible for requiring only the payment of 
taxes that are legitimate in his sight and chiefly through the imposition of a head 
tax where everybody pays the same amount of money. There’s no progressive 
tax, no class welfare, no politicization of the economy in God’s order of things. 
Government is established by God and is responsible to God to seek safety, 
peace, and justice. 
 
Levi was a wealthy man, and most likely he wasn’t tithing. Jesus came to him, a 
man who routinely stole from God and stole from his own people and called him  
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to be one of his disciples. Let’s not forget Jesus also called him to write the gospel 
according to Matthew. 
 
Not only did he follow Jesus, but he also threw a feast for Jesus. He opened his 
house. He invited all his tax-collector friends over for this party, and they reclined 
and enjoyed the feast. 
 
Of course, the Pharisees knew it. How could Jesus go to a party with tax 
collectors? They grumbled to Jesus’ disciples over the company he was keeping. 
 
The Pharisees believed in salvation by segregation, by separating themselves from 
the people of the land, by which they meant the dirty people, the outcasts, the 
sinners. To the Pharisees, salvation meant staying a safe distance from such 
people, because if you came close to them, you could become contaminated. 
When they saw Jesus going to this party with tax collectors, it was more than they 
could stand. They thought he was going too far with forgiving sins and eating and 
drinking with tax collectors. Jesus responded to them with very simple wisdom, 
saying, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call 
not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners 
and need to repent.”  
 
Jesus was making a simple point to the Pharisees: “You don’t know who I am or 
why I am here. I’m the Son of Man, and I’ve come to seek and to save the lost. I 
found one of those people who was lost at that table, sitting along the toll road, 
and I asked him to join my group, and he left everything to follow me. I came for 
Matthew. I came for tax collectors, for prostitutes, for the people of the land, the 
dirty people. They’re my people. I’m going to shed my blood for these people, for 
your enemies. I didn’t come to save the righteous or to call the righteous to 
repentance, but to call sinners to repentance. 
 
There was, the night of that banquet, no one who needed repentance more than 
the religious teachers and the Pharisees. Nobody needs a physician more than 
somebody who is fatally ill but doesn’t know it. So it was with the Pharisees, and 
so it was with the religious teachers, and so it was with all of us who think that we 
don’t need the ministrations of the Son of God to cover our sins, to forgive us,  
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and to redeem us. This is our Savior who calls tax collectors to join him; who calls 
tithe evaders to be his; and who wants his people to be made whole, to delight in 
the things that he delights in and to delight in the law of God. 
 
A Discussion About Fasting 
 
33 “One day some people said to Jesus, “John the Baptist’s disciples fast and 
pray regularly, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Why are your disciples 
always eating and drinking?” 34 Jesus responded, “Do wedding guests fast while 
celebrating with the groom? Of course not. 35 But someday the groom will be 
taken away from them, and then they will fast.” 36 Then Jesus gave them this 
illustration: No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and uses it to 
patch an old garment. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the 
new wine would burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. 38 
New wine must be stored in new wineskins. 39 But no one who drinks the old 
wine seems to want the new wine. ‘The old is just fine,’ they say.” 
 
It wasn’t enough for the Pharisees that Matthew had a feast at his home for Jesus 
and all of his tax collector friends. They were put out by that because Jesus was 
now associating with known sinners. But that wasn’t the end of their distress: 
they continued in their critical attitude toward Jesus. They raised a new issue in 
this passage. We’re told that they came to Jesus and said, “John the Baptist’s 
disciples fast and pray regularly, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Why 
are your disciples always eating and drinking.” (v. 33) They were upset about 
Jesus’ apparent neglect of their tradition of fasting. 
 
In the Old Testament, God commanded that the people of Israel fast on one 
occasion, on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29), also known as Yom Kippur, 
but for the rest of the year fasting was a matter of voluntary activity and practice. 
We see two particular times when fasting occurred in the Old Testament. The first 
was when people sought for a deeper and sharper focus on the things of God. The 
other prevalent reason for additional fasting was as an expression of mourning, 
when death came to a love one, or a great defeat came to the nation. 
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But the Pharisees, who were the archconservatives of Israel, created new laws 
that God hadn’t imposed upon the people. They created their own traditions, and 
those traditions sought to require the Jews to fast twice a week for at least a 
portion of the day. Not only that, but in their zeal for righteousness, they began to 
teach the idea that fasting was such a righteous enterprise that it would bring 
merit to the person who fasted. So, this was just one more element of the 
Pharisees’ attempt of self-justification. 
 
 
In verses 34 and 35 we have a conflict now between Jesus and the Pharisees. How 
did Jesus respond to the question, “What about you and your disciples?” What 
Jesus says in so many words is this: “What time is it?” Jesus wasn’t asking them 
what time it was in the day. He was asking them what time it was in terms of 
redemptive history. 
 
The Bible was written over literally thousands of years, and God’s revelation of 
himself and of his plan of redemption and of salvation was revealed gradually and 
progressively, beginning in Genesis and then expanding through the Prophets and 
the whole Old Testament where God was adding new information about the 
kingdom that was to come. 
 
There are people today who want to take all of the Old Testament and bring it 
over into the new covenant, and there are those people who say the Old 
Testament is totally obsolete. They don’t care a bit about it, and all they care 
about is the New Testament. No. There is an intimate relationship between Old 
Testament revelation and New Testament revelation. But at the same time, there 
are things that pass away, that are repealed. The ceremonial law and the dietary 
laws of the Old Testament, for instance, have been set aside. The moral law of 
God has not been set aside.  
 
Jesus understood that, but the Pharisees didn’t get it. In talking about the coming 
of “the bridegroom” in verse 34, Jesus was speaking of himself and his 
incarnation. Just as Israel was the bride of God in the Old Testament, so the New 
Testament church is the bride of Christ, and he’s the bridegroom who had been 
promised for centuries before, and now he was here. When the bridegroom is  
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here, you don’t fast, you don’t mourn, you don’t rend your garments. You rejoice, 
you throw a party, but the Pharisees didn’t know what time it was.  
 
In verse 35, Jesus was referring to his execution and his removal at the end of his 
incarnation. That’s why in the early church, after the departure of Jesus, there 
was a great revival of voluntary fasting among Christian people. 
 
I don’t know how closely the Pharisees listened to the illustration of the 
bridegroom, but I’m sure they paid attention to the next one, because it touched 
upon something important to them, and that was their wine. Jesus gave this 
illustration: 37 “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine 
would burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. 38 New wine 
must be stored in new wineskins. 39 But no one who drinks the old wine seems 
to want the new wine. ‘The old is just fine,’ they say.” 
 
The old wineskins made out of goatskin or sheepskin had been stretched because 
the wine that was in them was continuing to ferment and stretching the leather 
to its limit. Jesus said, “If you put new wine in the old wineskins and that new 
wine starts to ferment, in the fermentation process the gases expand and stretch 
the old wineskins. The old wineskins have already been stretched, so if you put 
new wine in there and you leave it in, you’re going to lose the wineskin because 
it’s going to break. What else are you going to lose? You’ll lose the wine.  
 
What Jesus was saying is simple. You can’t just take the kingdom of God and the 
arrival of Jesus and just put it on top of the Pharisees’ traditions. It won’t fit. 
Something new was happening. There was a new covenant. Yes, it built on the 
old, but it couldn’t be absorbed totally by the old. You need to have a new aspect 
if you’re going to fit into the new covenant, and by extension you can’t have 
Christ and squeeze him into your old life and expect that to work.  
 
When you are born again by the Holy Ghost, you’re a changed person. If you 
never experience change, your conversion experience is false. You cannot be born 
of the Holy Spirit and not experience change. It’s impossible. The sanctification 
that follows takes your whole lifetime and then into glory, but at conversion 
change begins immediately. One way you can check yourself, if you question  
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whether you are converted, is by asking, “Has there been any change in my life, or 
am I still living the old way in the old wineskin?” If you are in Christ, you are a new 
creature. You need a new skin to carry the wine of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


