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Faithwalkers
The Reality and Power of Sin

Scripture Reading:  2 Kings 5:1-27 

“The Life of Elisha - A man seasoned with grace"  Pages:  83-93
Good morning and welcome to this week’s Faithwalkers meeting.

It is a pleasure to be with you again this week.

I’m broadcasting to you from our home about 1 hour northwest of Toronto, where the fall colours are spectacular.

And speaking of colours, how about them Brewers!
We have fond memories of taking in a few games at Miller Park during our time in Milwaukee during the lazy hazy days of summer and I can just imagine the excitement in the valley this fall as the Brewers battle the infamous Cards from St. Louis.
And then as the beautiful fall weather came, travelling west to Madison in our red colours to enjoy the frenzy and thrill of watching the UW Badgers and their fans and best of all, the 5th quarter with their outstanding marching band.

And then when the weather turned a little colder, as in below zero, and things turned icy and white, we enjoyed freezing our behinds off on the cold steel seats at Lambeau Field watching the Packers play.  Unfortunately, we left Wisconsin 1 year early and missed last years wonderful season.  But I think a repeat is in the offing, what do you think?

A great city, a great state and wonderful people, especially you, my brothers in Christ at Faithwalkers.

Over the past several weeks we’ve been sharing from the book entitled, “The Life of Elisha - A man seasoned with grace" 
This morning’s topic is entitled “The Reality and Power of Sin”.

And what a topic Sin is.

How much each of us could share on how we’ve struggled with it, how sad and defeated we’ve been because of it, how much strain and trouble there has been because of it, and for those that love the Lord Jesus Christ, how blessed we are because of the price He paid for it.

I want to share insights into the lives of three people with you this morning, two from the text in 2 Kings 5, and one from our group right here at Faithwalkers.

The first example….Naaman
2 Kings 5: 1-19
Naaman Healed of Leprosy

 1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.[a] 

 2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 

 4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 “By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents[b] of silver, six thousand shekels[c] of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 

 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 

 8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” 

 11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage. 

 13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 

 15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.” 

 16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 

 17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.” 

 19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said. 

The author of our study compares Naaman’s leprosy to sin and his cure to our forgiveness.

Naaman sought a cure and set off with silver, gold, sets of clothing and a letter from the King.

Upon arrival outside Elisha’s home, he was told by a messenger from Elisha, what to do to heal him of his leprosy, but did not obey, thinking it was beneath his status and he went away angry.

Naaman had his own opinion of how he should be healed.

Finally, after prompting by others, and realizing his way did not work, he gave him, and humbling himself, followed the instructions he had been given.

How about you and me?

Do we seek our own cures to our sin?

Do we look for ways to be healed while maintaining our dignity and status?

Can’t I just pray and be forgiven?

Can’t I just go to church and be cleansed?

Do I need to let someone else know what I have done?

Do I need to put my position in jeopardy and risk my status?

You can imagine how hard it must have been for Naaman.

You can understand how hard it is because each of us are there.

Do we hear the message sent via the messenger and choose to ignore it?

As with Naaman, we must first come down from our rank and status and take our place among the helpless and undone. Then and only then are we in a place where the Master can heal us and cleanse us from our iniquity.

2 Corinthians 12:9

For my power is made perfect in weakness

The 2nd example….Gehazi – Elisha’s disciple

2 Kings 5: 19-27

   After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from him.” 

 21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all right?” he asked. 

 22 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent[d] of silver and two sets of clothing.’” 

 23 “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men away and they left. 

 25 When he went in and stood before his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” 

   “Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered. 

 26 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves and vineyards, or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 27 Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 

Gehazi….
Lived close to Elisha but was blinded to all that was good by his Materialism

Driven by covetousness, greed and ambition

Matthew 6:22-23

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[a] your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[b] your whole body will be full of darkness.

The author of the book states “The ability to discern good and evil is determined by the things on which we focus our gaze.”

Colossian 3: 1-

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things…..

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.[b] 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

Can you think of examples in your life where this is true?

What do you struggle with?

The 3rd example…
Henry

Henry is a close disciple of the Lord Jesus.

He has been a believer since the age of 14

He has attended many churches in many countries over the past 50 years.

He has served on many boards and in many ministries.

He has studied the Scriptures extensively and has given many talks and heard many more.

He has many Godly friends and acquaintances and indeed, some have even called him “a Godly man”.

But like Naaman, Henry has a disease. The only difference is that you can’t see Henry’s.

And like Gehazi, Henry is blinded and driven by his greed.

You see Henry struggles in a couple of areas.

The first I’d like to share with you, is described in ….

Matthew 5:27-28

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[a] 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

How familiar this verse is to many of us, yet how damning are its words.

Romans 1:18-26

 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.

The 2nd area I would like to share with you is with regard to anxiety.

The past 2 years have been an extremely trying time for me.

As many of you recall, my stay in Milwaukee was cut short when my position was terminated and I was forced to move back to Canada at short notice.

With God’s grace, I was able to start a new position within only a few weeks, but the past 18 months have been the most difficult of my career and the stress and anxiety has been unlike any I’ve experienced in the past 30 years of my working life.

Now some might not think of stress and anxiety as sin, but I believe it is.

The Lord continues to impress upon me the truth of His Word…

Philippians 4:6

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God

Psalm 46:10

Be still and know that I am God

John 14:27

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

So as I close off my talk with you this morning, I want to ask for your prayers.

I wonder if Greg and Chris might come up and on behalf of you that are gathered here, intercede on my behalf….
James 5:16

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective

