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1 Corinthians 5
Disciplining an Immoral Christian

1 Corinthians 5

Dealing With a Case of Incest
5 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,[a][b] so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 
6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister[c] but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. 
12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.”[d]
Summary

In 1 Cor 5, Paul writes to the Church about blatant sexual immorality that is present.

A man is sleeping with his father’s wife.

Rather than mourning the fact and doing something about it, the Church members are proud of it.

Paul instructs them to put the man out of their fellowship and (v5) “hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord”.

Paul compares this sinfulness as yeast in bread dough (v6-7)....it is something that will affect the whole loaf and be impossible to seperate.

 He then tells them not to associate with blatant sinners in the Church who confess to being saved (v9-11)....and this doesn’t refer to blatant sinners in the world who are unsaved (v10).
He concludes by instructing them to (v13) “Expel the wicked person from among you”
Key Points
1. Do true Believers still sin...are they saved and redeemed, but not yet perfected?
2. Regardless, Believers must be repentant...and not proud of their sin, boastful, and continually engaging in it

3. Believers cannot continue in their sin without intervention by God

4. The Church (body of Believers) must play a role in addressing blatant, unrepented sin 
5. Any action taken must be with the intent of:

a. Restoring the Believer to a right relationship with God

b. Protecting the Church (other Believers) from decay and hypocrisy and backsliding

Message
1. Christians still sin.....they are saved and redeemed, but not yet perfected

Romans 3:23
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
Romans 7:18-20

“For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.”

2. Believers must be repentant...and not proud of their sin, boastful, and continually engaging in it 

Hebrews 10:26  

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God 
Ephesians 5:3-6

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.  For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.    

3. Believers cannot continue in their sin without intervention by God
2 Timothy 2:17
Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus 

John MacArthur – Immorality in the Church
v5 “Hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh”

· Satan cannot touch the spirit of a Believer (see Job’s afflictions, see also Paul’s thorn in the flesh…”a messenger of Satan”)

· God uses Satan to discipline us in the physical.

· In I Corinthians 11:17-34, the Christians were fouling up the Lord's table, desecrating the love feast, fooling around with idols and Paul said many of you are weak and sick and some of you sleep….physical pain, physical anguish, even death. Ananias and Sapphira even died (Acts 5). Even death can be a result of Satan when God allows Satan to be His rod against His own children

· The idea of this discipline is not to just wipe the Christian out, but to change him.

· (1 Timothy 1:20) Paul said, I turned over Hymenaeus and Alexander to Satan that they might learn not to blaspheme, that they might learn not to do this.

· in II Corinthians 2:5, there is the story of a man that Paul told them to chastise. And the man repented. He was thrown out and the man repented and Paul says to them, now, you confirm your love and take him back. I like to think that the man of II Corinthians 2:5-11 is the man of I Corinthians 5 and that he got it together and got straightened out.
· The church is to come together, led by its elders, in the authority and with the attended power and presence of Jesus Christ, to excommunicate the immoral Christian so that Satan can afflict him with such affliction that it'll bring about a remedial change in his life drawing him back to the holiness that Christ wants.
· There is no place for the toleration of evil, immorality in the church. The church must be pure. And the job and the responsibility of the church is not just to go and attend and sit there and watch what happens, but to seek out the purity of the church. In Ephesians, chapter 5, it says you are to have "no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." That means correct them, rebuke them, speak against them. If you know somebody in immorality, it's your responsibility as a Christian before God to go to that individual and if they don't hear you, to take a witness, and if they don't hear them, to bring it to the church leaders. That's for the purity of the church. That responsibility belongs to you. You should mourn. 

4. The Church (body of Believers) must play a role in addressing blatant, unrepented sin 

Matthew 18:15-17
“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault when the two of you are alone. If he listens to you, you have regained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others with you, so that at the testimony of two or three witnesses every matter may be established.17 If  he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. If he refuses to listen to the church, treat him like a Gentile or a tax collector.”
5. Any action taken must be with the intent of:

a. Restoring the Believer to a right relationship with God

b. Protecting the Church (other Believers) from decay and hypocrisy and backsliding

From Greg Bennett……
The scriptures state "judgment must begin at the household of God" (I Peter 4:17) and yet so often we want to judge the world first.  In this 5th chapter of 1 Corinthians Paul reminds us that we need to follow Peters advice with one important caveat - judgment’s main purpose is the hope in the restoration of the backslidden saint.  The church needs to be purged of sin and complacency if we are to be salt and light in a very dark world - Christians need this truthful reminder…..Sometimes we need admonishment along with encouragement and Paul does both in this chapter. 
The Purposes of Church Discipline
(from Bible.org)

(1) To bring glory to God and enhance the testimony of the flock.

(2) To restore, heal, and build up sinning believers (Matt. 18:15; 2 Thess. 3:14-15; Heb. 12:10-13; Gal. 6:1-2; Jam. 5:20).

(3) To produce a healthy faith, one sound in doctrine (Tit. 1:13; 1 Tim. 1:19-20).

(4) To win a soul to Christ, if the sinning person is only a professing Christian (2 Tim. 2:24-26).

(5) To silence false teachers and their influence in the church (Tit. 1:10-11).

(6) To set an example for the rest of the body and promote godly fear (1 Tim. 5:20).

(7) To protect the church against the destructive consequences that occur when churches fail to carry out church discipline. 

A church that fails to exercise discipline experiences four losses:

· The Loss of Purity: Church discipline is vital to the purity of the local body and its protection from moral decay and impure doctrinal influences. Why? Because a little leaven leavens the entire lump (1 Cor. 5:6-7). This is the “rotten apple” problem or the “snowball” effect. 

An illustration of this is the Corinthian church which showed a lack of concern for purity. They neglected the responsibility to discipline and suffered as a result. Their insensitivity to one moral issue may have led to their compromise on other issues. Laney writes, “The Corinthians engaged in lawsuits, misused their liberty, profaned the Lord’s Supper, neglected the primacy of love, failed to regulate the use of their gifts, and questioned the resurrection.”3 Failure in church discipline in Corinth could be compared to a snowball tumbling downhill. 

· The Loss of Power: Sin in the life of the church grieves the person of the Holy Spirit and quenches His power. If sin remains unchecked by the loving application of church discipline in a body of believers, the Holy Spirit must abandon such a church to its own carnal resources. The unavoidable result will be the loss of the Lord’s blessing until the sin is dealt with. 

The defeat of Israel because of the sin of Achan in Joshua 7 illustrates the principle. This is just as true for the church today, especially when we know certain things exist but ignore them or simply look the other way because it is difficult to deal with or because it involves one of our friends and we do not want to risk causing problems in the relationship. 

· The Loss of Progress: A church that refuses to practice church discipline will see its ministry decline. The church may want to grow and reach out and it may try all kinds of stop gap measures, promotional campaigns, and programs in an attempt to turn things around, but if there is sin in the camp, it will all be to no avail. See Revelation 2:5 and 3:16 for illustrations of this principle. 

· The Loss of Purpose: As His ambassadors to a lost and dying world, God has called the church to be a holy people, a people who, standing out as distinct from the world, proclaim the excellencies of the works of God in Christ (1 Pet. 1:14-16; 2:9-15). If this is to occur, we must be different from the world and church discipline helps us to both remember and maintain that purpose. One of the recurring judgments against the church today as demonstrated in various polls taken across the country is the fact there is little or no difference between the church and the secular world when it comes to attitudes, values, morals, and lifestyle. We have lost our sense of purpose. 

Discipline in the church is not punishment. It is discipline and discipline is designed to train and restore.
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Key Verse

1 Corinthians 5:5 “hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. “

Table Questions

1. What experience have you had in dealing with a brother or sister in the Church who has been “sexually immoral, greedy, an idolator, slanderer, drunkard, or swindler” (v11)….or ”the wicked person from among you” (v13)?

2. Why would Paul instruct us to “hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh” (v5)? See also Matthew 18:15-17 and I Timothy 1:20?

3.  Why is the “destruction of the flesh necessary in order to save the spirit on the day of the Lord” (v5)?
Greg’s Questions:

1. Why are we so inclined to expect nonbelievers to act like they are not of the world and so surprised when they do?

2. Why would Paul instruct us to “hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh” (v5)? See also Matt 18:15-17 and I Tim 1:20? And why is that necessary in order "to save the spirit on the day of the Lord” (v5)?

3. What is the best way to approach a friend in Christ who has or is falling away?
