About Relationships – Between God & Man and Husband & Wife – According to Colossians

“Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands. Husbands, be loving and kind to your wives.” – Colossians 3:18-19.That biblical guidance shocks the customary 50/50 marriage paradigm. However, that biblical guidance speaks to the need for total commitment in any relationship. I must give 100%, and my wife must give 100%. On average, our marriage is 50/50, but our relationship is much more than half-hearted. It enjoys the rich fullness of all that we are, sharing all that we have. So, if someone gives less than 100%, there is plenty of reserve for the relationship to thrive. 
But, if I only give 50%, and my wife only gives 50%, then there is no room for error. The slightest withholding creates a gap. And it’s in that gap that hurt and bitterness fester. That gap becomes the soft underbelly of our relationship, susceptible to the toxins of selfishness. Selfishness asks, “What’s in it for me?” (WIIFM) Asking “What’s in it for me?” is a selfishness that calcifies the heart. Selfishness makes love conditional, i.e. I’ll love you if you’re rich…if you’re famous…if you’re sexy.

Love is unconditional. Colossians 3:14-15 teaches “Most of all, let love guide your life…Let the peace of heart, which comes from Christ, always be present in your hearts and lives.” Christ said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” The Redemptive Cross is the perfect example of unconditional love. Then, can we encourage each other to stand on mountains, comfort each other during stormy seas, or meet with triumph and disaster and treat those two imposters, just the same. A marriage with total commitment gives all that and asks nothing in return. Without total commitment, relationships merely morph from romance, to shacking up, to hooking up.

Our relationship with God reflects total commitment. Colossians 1:16 states that “Christ is the Creator who made everything in heaven and earth, seen and unseen.” God gives 100% by making us in His image and likeness, and then loving us a stated in John 3:16.  We give 100% to God by accepting Jesus Christ as our personal savior. Surrendering our lives to God requires obedience and trust. Obedience, for when we ask, 

“For this cup to pass”, and to reply, “For Thy will, not my will, to be done”. Trust, for when we lament, 

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” and to reply, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”

When we worry about what people think of us, or are consumed by the pleasures of porn & drugs, or obsess about our careers & possessions, we pay homage to the Secular Culture. Pride, Lust, and Greed are its hard currency; Compromise, its pocket change. Secular wants are always plus one whatever we have, unfulfilled. Secular values are self-determined, subject to whim, and appetite du jour. That’s why mothers abort babies, students kill students, and the rich & famous commit suicide. Equally sad are the secular lives of quiet desperation. They are victims of the vacuous promises of self-indulgence, self-importance, and self-reliance. 

However, even when we commit our lives to Christ, our efforts are imperfect at best. All relationships require forgiveness. Colossians 3:13 teaches us “To be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. Remember, the Lord forgives you, so you must forgive others.” Christ said from the Redemptive Cross, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” “Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the boot that crushed it.”  But, selfish expectations suffocate the ability to forgive, and pride stirs the pot of retribution.

Yesterday’s hurts and regrets simmer in a cauldron of bitterness that boils over with a slurry of anger, scalding

todays’ relationships. Sometimes, we hurl the ugly hues of past hurts onto the blank canvas of tomorrow,

creating a portrait of hopelessness and despair, resulting in anxiety and fear of the future. Humility and gratitude
are the only salve to soothe those hurts and fears. Humility acknowledges our sins against God, crystallizing our

relationship of creature to creator. Gratitude acknowledges Christ’s unconditional love of us, providing 

forgiveness and contentment, while living today as God’s friend, in the Palm of His Hand.

Colossians 2:10-13 teaches us that there are no rules, rituals or commandments to follow in order to enjoy the companionship of God. We merely open our hearts to the life of the Spirit, which allows God’s love to permeate our being. Then our actions flow from core values, not obligation. We don’t kill, or steal, or covet, because they are commands. We love God and love our neighbor because that’s the very essence of who we are – transformed by grace. Grace is Eternity touching Time, a gift from God that binds our belief and behavior. As such, we preach the gospel at all times, using words if necessary, converting lip service to the service of others. 

Grace helps us choose between the “Life of the Spirit” and the secular culture. The geometric shape of an ellipse best describes the tension between those choices. An ellipse has 2 foci. But an elliptical orbit requires only one focus to provide energy and direction. The sun is the focus of our universe, providing gravitational force and direction to all the planets. A second focus would drastically disrupt the harmony of our universe.

Likewise, The Son of God provides energy and direction to the orbit of our lives. The singular “focus” of God provides life’s purpose and majestic beauty. A second foci, like the secular culture, only disrupts the harmony of our life’s orbit, spinning it wildly off course, into the abyss. Hence, “We can’t serve two Masters”. 

We need to surrender the control we crave and our needless wants for our role as servant, as creature to Creator. 
It’s not about us. The world, with one exception, is made up of others. We fulfill the purpose for which we were made – “To love God and each other.” – when “we make another life breathe easier.” By surrendering all of our needs to the Providence of God, we can concentrate on our effort, not outcomes. (I can attest to needs fulfilled by the Providence of God.)

And lastly, the opposite of love is not hate. The opposite of love is indifference. Hate is love, hurt. Anger possesses the same passion as love, only it’s frustrated. But the barren isolation of indifference is lifeless.

Its cold kills relationships. That’s why all relationships crave communication (not the need to be right). Without communication, relationships wither and die. God speaks to us in many ways, every day

Colossians 3:16 reminds us, “Remember what Christ taught us and let His words enrich our lives…Sing them out in Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to the Lord with thankful hearts.” At times, when I experience the awesome awareness of the presence of God within me, I find myself singing, (Sung) “You are my God.  You are my Lord. You are the rock of my salvation – a wonderful and mighty God.” Our relationship with God exceeds the totality of sins’ allure. The companionship of the Majestic Creator’s power, and the Loving Redeemer’s mercy, and the Holy Spirit’s peace makes the empty promises and gratuitous pleasures of the secular culture, seem small. Likewise, the companionship of my wife makes everything else – rubbish.
So, my vow to God and to my wife: does not ask, “What’s in it for me?” and has no “Ifs”. My vow offers 100% of all that I am, expecting nothing in return. Yet, I am the luckiest man on the face of the earth because… 

God holds me in the palm of His hand, as Jane has held me in her heart for 40 years, and I, hers.

And, if today were my last (after all, eternity is just a breath away), I am confident that we are spiritual beings, temporarily expressed through humanity. Thus, my soul is like a ship sailing out of view over the horizon, only to experience the forgiveness of the welcoming embrace, of the outstretched arms, of the Redemptive Cross, along with family and friends of previous passing, on the other shore, enjoying the companionship of God – Peace, Comfort, and Joy – Forever. Amen.     
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